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Roots & Branches 

Wingo’s Words 

 

 

Starting Right in 2015 
by Pastor Jesse Brunson 

 

Each new year many of us make resolutions to live life better in the New Year. We resolve to eat healthier, ex-

ercise more, get more rest, attend places of worship more and give of our time and talents. But need I remind us 

that these resolutions are often met with a lot of excuses as the year goes on. We mean to do all these things 

when we promise, but it just goes out of the window when the realities of life are met with our mental and spir-

itual resolve. 
 

But there is hope for all of us; even those of us that know more failure than success in our resolution keeping. 

Let me suggest that it is not up to us to do life by ourselves. The scripture tell us, we have an advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And he is our propitiation for our sins (failures) and not for ours only, 

but also for the sins (failures) of the whole world.                                                                    (I John 2:1a-2) 
 

My friends, we all want to do better and we will do better if we let God help us in our efforts. And I am asking 

God to help us to start well in this New Year of 2015 with a series of five sermons to be preached in January 

and February entitled Living With Grace In 2015. 

First Sermon: Giving Gracefully. In this sermon we will preach about how we need to share with others the 

resources, gifts and talents God has blessed us with. 
 

Second Sermon: Repenting Graciously. We will challenge ourselves to take a look at how we have come 

short of the grace of God, admit it, accept it, and repent to God and ourselves. 
 

Third Sermon: The Anointing of God. God’s anointing is a sign of God’s Graceful favor upon our lives. 
 

Fourth Sermon: Calling Upon Our Lives. We Each Have a Calling Upon Our Lives. As Christians we 

should not run from our calling or neglect that calling; but embrace it with God’s grace and love.  
 

Fifth Sermon: Enduring Evil with God’s Grace. We believe each of us has been given spiritual powers to 

overcome evil with good. In this final sermon, we will challenge our resolve to be a people of faith, hope 

and love. 
 

It is my prayer that you will join us here at Pleasant Green UMC as we get started in this 2015 year of our Lord. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Jesse 

Mark Your Calendar  
-  Pleasant Green’s 

Homecoming  -  Sep-
tember 21st  

Homecoming  
 

September 18   

The Connectional Table meets on January 24th at 9:00 am 

 to plan for 2015.   (breakfast provided) 
 

Please Attend! We need everyone’s ideas and  perspectives as we plan key goals and 
activities for the upcoming church year. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The 2015 Budget and Connectional Table membership list are available in the Narthex. 



Join a Sunday School Class! 

Clyde Walker Class: Continues the study of the book of Revelation  

 

Seekers Class:  Continues the Lectionary study 
 

Women’s Class: The Best Yes by Lysa TerKeurst the first Sunday in January. 

Are you living with the stress of an overwhelmed schedule and aching with the sadness of an 
underwhelmed soul?   Lysa TerKeurst is learning that there is a big difference between saying yes 
to everyone and saying yes to God. In The Best Yes she will help you: 

Cure the disease to please with a biblical understanding of the command to love. 
Escape the guilt of disappointing others by learning the secret of the small no.  
Overcome the agony of hard choices by embracing a wisdom based decision-making process.  
Rise above the rush of endless demands and discover your best yes today. 

 

Hearts & Hands Class:  The Story of God, the Story of Us by Sean Gladding 

 

“The ever present ache of exile rises above the comforting sounds of the river, as the image of the 
house of the LORD in ruins breaks the peace. . . . Despite the warmth of the fire, he feels a chill. He 
wraps his cloak around him and looks into the eager faces of his people, then closes his eyes. 
'Picture this scene . . .'" Before the Bible was a book, it was flesh and blood. In this book, you can 
travel with Sean Gladding between the lines of the Scriptures to listen in on the conversations of 
people wrestling with the Story of God for the first time. You'll encounter a tale that is at once famil-
iar and surprising. The Story of God, the Story of Us can be read alone but is especially rich shared 
with a group. As much as the Bible is a story about God, it's also a story about you--and all of us--as 
we encounter God in a new way. 

Covenant Prayer  
I am no longer my own, but thine.  

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.  

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.  

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,  

exalted for thee or brought low for thee.  

Let me be full, let me be empty.  

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.  

I freely and heartily yield all things  

to thy pleasure and disposal.  

And now, O glorious and blessed God,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.  

And the covenant which I have made on earth,  

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.  

From John Wesley's Covenant Service , 1780  

Human Relations Day Offering  
 Sunday, January 18 

 

Honor the Christ-child and make a differ-
ence in someone’s life! Just as the Magi 
honored the Christ child with gifts, we 

honor the Savior by sharing with others. One way is by giving            
a special Christmas contribution to Human Relations 
Day offering.  

This offering helps church-based community developers work 
in racial- and ethnic-minority communities in the United States 
and Puerto Rico. It also ensures a second chance for youth of-
fenders. 
    

 

The 1972 General Conference established Human Relations Day 
to “recognize the right of all God’s children in realizing their po-
tential as human beings in relationship with each other.” Every 
one of God’s  children deserves justice and equality. Every one of 
God’s children deserves to open doors to success. 

Changing the world, one life at a time. 

 

FOOD FOR ALL  

 

This ministry for the Homeless & Working Poor of Orange County Needs YOU! 
 

Groups within the church are encouraged to sponsor a FOOD FOR ALL night once a 

year and to also have a representative on our church FOOD FOR ALL committee. 

 

                                                                           Please sign up in the Narthex or contact the church office to help. 
The PGUMC FOOD FOR ALL committee meets on Thursday, January 8 at 7:00pm.  All welcome! 

http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=9rKQK6MJIhLPL2PPG&s=cvLYKmM1JkKZJkOYJsE&m=doJMJVPrG5LGL1I


    

  Sunday School  10 am   

                                 

                                                  January Youth Calendar 

                                                Friends, Fellowship, Games and Lessons    
 
 
 

 

ELEVATE at 5:00 - 7:30 pm  ~ January 11, 18 & 25 
 

The members of the youth group are searching for yards to rake, windows to clean, gutters to 
clean, and all kinds of outdoor work. We will also do tasks around the church, if needed. Sign up 
on the youth web page or check out the Youth Yard Work box in the Narthex at Pleasant Green 
United Methodist Church. All jobs are free and done with love. We do accept donations to the 
Youth Group for other service projects and youth trips. Sign up: www.pgyouthwork.org 

 
 

                 
 

 

 

Elevate Food Drive for OCIM!  
There is a collection box in the youth room.  We love your donations!   

PGUMC Kid’s Worship Volunteers Needed! 
 

Everyone has an important role in our  
children's Christian education and 
spiritual growth.  Please sign up in the 
Narthex the dates you are available! 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Kid's Connect  ~ March 21, 2015 – Food Bank  

Vacation Bible School  ~  July 13 –17, 2015 

Promotion Sunday  ~ August 2, 2015 

From Andrea Harris                                                         Be Connected  
 

… not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.   Hebrews 10:25 
 

At the beginning of the school year my daughter broke her leg while doing gymnastics. In the after hours emergen-
cy orthopedic office, I saw my scared and frightened child. She couldn't bare to walk without excruciating pain. It 
hurt to see the tears roll down her face. She was clinging on to hope that the doctor would make it all better. 
 

It was a long wait in the waiting room before we were finally called. The physician assistant checked her out and 
then asked for x-rays to take a closer look. I was hoping that it was only a sprain. Like most kids and parents to our 
dismay the physician assistant told us that she had a broken bone and would need to see the doctor the next day. 
Thoughts came to my mind that this is it for gymnastics.  
 

The next day, the doctor confirmed that my daughter had broken a bone.  He told us that we could let it heal on its 
own, but she should have limitations and would not be able to do gymnastics again.  To my child, gymnastics was 
like breathing, and she could not live without doing the one thing that she most enjoyed.  Option two was surgery.  
He told us that it would have to happen right away.  So we scheduled the surgery. 
 

Over the weekend, I asked for the church to pray for my daughter. After all, more prayer, more power. When Mon-
day arrived, I still saw the frightened and scared nine year old. I got a phone call from the pastor letting me know 
that he was praying for my daughter.  I knew then everything would be all right.  She went into surgery. When the 
doctor called us back, he told us the surgery went well.  
 

She had a feeling of helplessness about her.  I waited on her hand and foot.  She had to learn how to use crutches 
well within a week of school starting. But there was one thing we needed to do that was even more important.  We 
had to go to church.  When she hopped her way through the doors of the church, something changed within her.  
 

With the body of Christ, she felt strength. And apart, she was weak and vulnerable. This is a testimony of hope in a 
Living God and Savior.  No matter how bleak the situation may be, stay close to Him.  Don't discredit the power of 
prayer and being in the community of faith. 



Advent at Pleasant Green 

Thanks to all who decorated our church for the Christmas season:   
Martha & Billy Walker, Pastor Jesse, Wanda & Al Edens, John Micol, Ginger Link, Evelyn Morris,  Jo Anna & 

Ronnie Brown, Lisa Nichols, Ryan Montgomery & Will Walker. 

All ages helped make items to sell at the Mission Market! 

                       ~ $4708 was collected for missions ~ 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving  

at  

the  

Community 
Center      

Christmas Concert & Children’s Nativity 



From the Prayer Team…    
 

Praise the King! 
 

John 19:14   Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour.  And he (Pilate) said to the Jews,  

                     “Behold your King!” 
 

1 Tim 1:17   Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and 

                     ever. Amen.  
 

1 Pet. 2:17   Honor all people. Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the King. 
 

Rev. 19:16   And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:  King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 

As we move into the coming year, having celebrated the birth of Jesus, it is hard to imagine what it really means to 

Praise a King.  Our King. To set our direction for the new year, these words of wisdom may help guide us and be a  

foundation for our prayers: 
 

Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary (http://biblehub.com/psalms/47-7.htm) 

Psalm 47:5-9   Praise is a duty in which we ought to be frequent and abundant. But here is a needful rule; Sing ye praises 

with understanding.  As those that understand why and for what reasons they praise God, and what is the meaning of the 

service. It is not an acceptable service, if it is not a thoughtful service. We are never to forget the end of Messiah's exal-

tation, so continually do the prophets dwell upon the conversion of the nations to the gospel of Christ. Why do we vainly 

fancy that we belong to Him, unless the Spirit reigns in our hearts by faith? 
 

 Lord, is it not thy glory and delight to give repentance to Israel and remission of sins, now that thou art exalted as a 

Prince and a Savior? Set up thy kingdom in our hearts. Bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. 

And so sweetly constrain all the powers and faculties of the souls of thy redeemed, into holy love, fear, and delight in 

thee, that praise with the understanding may rise from every heart, both here and forever, to Thee, our God. 

 

 Dear Pleasant Green friends,  
I want to let you all know how much I appre-

ciate the warm wishes, prayers and cards  I received 
after the passing of my mother, Florine Holley.  The 
love you have shown me has helped make this diffi-
cult time for us more manageable.  I am grateful to 
belong to a church community with such caring and 
loving people.       Mike Martin                                                                                                                  
 
Dear Pleasant Green Family, 
I wanted to share the following...  At Southern Cancer 
Center (where Sam is being treated now), when a pa-
tient completes chemo, they get to ring the victory bell 
and Sam got to ring the bell today!!!!  His original CEA 
number (the amount of cancer in his system) was 
1154 and it is down to 8.4 (4.6 is normal).  He will 
have a PET scan January 7 to see what our next steps 
are. 

We have been blessed in so many ways, one of which is 
having our Pleasant Green family.  The prayers and 
letters mean so much.  We cannot thank everyone 
enough for keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. 

We wish all of you as blessed a holiday as we have 
been given. 

Much love,  Sam and Cyndi Duke 

January Prayer Ministry Meeting 

The Prayer Ministry Team will hold its monthly meeting on January 21st at 6:30 pm.  Come join us as we                            

plan meaningful prayer-related activities and pray for loved ones, our church, state and nation.   

The United Methodist Women’s Christmas Dinner was          
a beautiful celebration — thanks to Martha Walker! 

All ladies of the church are in-

vited to the UMW Chili Dinner              

at 6:30 pm on                                

Monday, January 26. 

http://biblehub.com/psalms/47-7.htm


If you have talent, that's God's gift to you.  
 If you use that talent, that's your gift to God.  
                                                       Red Skelton 

Orange Congregations in Mission Challenge 

OCIM meets the Formalwear Outlet ‘s challenge to raise $20,000 
by Dec. 31, receiving another $10,000 from Formalwear Outlet .  

Pleasant Green contributed $1100 from the youth’s                    
Halloween Carnival to help meet this goal! 

2015 Mission Trip               

Planning Meeting 
 

El Salvador 

Mission trip 

meeting  

January 25, 

2015 after the 11:00AM            

worship service. If you are in-

terested in joining the El Salva-

dor Mission Team for its Mis-

sion Trip this year please attend 

this meeting. We will discuss 

date(s) of trip, mission project, 

fund raisers and any items that 

need addressing. Since this 

planning meeting will take extra 

time, we are asking those at-

tending to please bring a pot 

luck meal. We will eat as we 

discuss the main topics of the 

mission trip. If anyone has 

questions please contact Jim 

Perry or Kathryn  Dempsey. 

Thanks UMM! 
 

Jim Crawford announced 
on  Sunday, December 
28th the UMM will be         

presenting a $7000 check 
to the church to help  
with the mortgage.   
 

All men are invited to  

The United Methodist Men’s Breakfast 

Meeting Sunday, January 18 at 7:30am. 

 

Jim Perry & Gary Burke 
deliver 808 pounds of 

food to OCIM 
 on December 17! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring ~  February 1 
A Walk for Hunger ~ April 26 

The Chancel Choir received a standing              

ovation following the performance of                          

Bethlehem’s Child  on December 21. 

                                                          

                                                               

Caroling to our shut-ins 



Chrismon Workshops 
 

Two Chrismon workshops are planned at Pleasant Green on  
Saturdays, January 31 and  February 7 from 9am - 12pm. 

 

Andrea Lewis will be here to guide us in making beautiful new Chrismons for our 
2015 Chrismon Tree.  Participants will use pearls, gold beads and crystal beads strung on wire to 

make  monograms of Christ. Chrismon is the compound of Christ and monogram.  
There will be a small charge for materials.  

 

You may sign up in the Narthex or call the church office. 
 

Chrismons are Christmas decorations with Christian symbols on them.  
  Chrismons were originated by early Christians as symbols of their faith such as the Sign of the 

Fish - Early Christians used the fish widely as an easily made and recognized secret sign. During the 
times of the persecution of the church, Christians could find each other by using this simple password. To the 

outsider, the fish was a mere decoration; to the Christian, it was an affirmation of faith in the Christ.  

 

Chrismons” are special ornaments, never be made for profit, so you are not going to find them commercially 
made. They are hung on Christmas trees and used in decorations that remind us of the true meaning of the 

Christmas season and point us to Christ child. The dictionary defines a Chrismon as "a monogram of Christ." 
Each Chrismon represents Jesus Christ--his life, ministry, nature or teaching. The symbols are non-

denominational and are recognized by most Christians. The evergreen tree, which symbolizes eternal life, pro-
vides a background for white lights and gold and white Chrismon designs. The lights proclaim Jesus is the light 

of the world, and the Chrismon ornaments declare His name, life and saving acts.  
 

From the 1982 Pleasant Green Church History… 
 

Using Chrismons as a meaningful ornament for the traditional yule tree was the inspiration of Frances Kipps       
Spencer of the Lutheran Church of the Ascension in Danville, Virginia.  The first symbolic ornaments were used       
at Christmas, 1957.  Mrs. Spencer was the daughter of a Lutheran minister, a missionary in Japan.  The family 
returned to the US when she was 3.  Frances attended Lenior Rhyne College, graduating from Averitt College in 
Danville.  This article appeared in the December, 1966 Southern Living Magazine.  

 

Pattern books were ordered by Eleanor Walker and the MYF made Chrismons for Pleasant Green’s first Chrismon 
Tree at Christmas 1967.  Youth involved were: Randy and Garry Wilson, Mike and Rick Riley, Wanda Holloway, 
Jackie Hutchins, Bari and Larry Flannery, Dan Wheeler and Jo Anna Walker. 

 
    22 Units  Collected on December 7! 

Thank You from the  American Red Cross and                
the patients who depend on your efforts! 

The Virgie Riley Circle 

makes  Gift baskets for             

our shut-ins! 
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Moravian Love Feast 
      on Epiphany Sunday 

 

  January 4, 2015  ~  6:00 p.m.      
         

Join us in our 1o4 year old sanctuary for 
this traditional Moravian Candlelight    
Service with coffee and sweet bread,             

featuring special music by  

Julee Glaub & Mark Weems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*A Moravian Star has been placed in the 
Narthex of the Chapel by the 

 John Link Family.*      

Brunswick Stew available! 

$8.50 per quart 

                       Mission / Vision Statement  

 

Using the energy of the Super Bowl to mobilize 
youth in a united national effort to care for 
people in their local 
communities who are 
hungry and those in 
need.  Transform the 
time around the Super 
Bowl into the nation's 
largest celebration of 
giving and serving. 

 
 

~ Sunday, February 1 ~ 

FREE TAX HELP 

February 2—April 15 

www.orangecountyvita.org 

You can now make your                                

appointment online. 
 

VITA is a free tax service for clients of 

any age or county of residence with low to 

moderate income.  Free tax preparation 

and e-filing are provided by trained IRS-

certified tax volunteers. 

The Upper Room Daily Devotional Guide is 
provided free of charge to the Pleasant Green 

Church family  by the United Methodist Women. 
 

You may pick up a copy in the Narthex. 


